
Every foster youth needs and deserves
connection, commitment, and care, for
as long as it takes. 

A Home Within has helped thousands of
young people heal, grow, and build a
brighter future. 

The A Home Within community of clients
and volunteer therapists is supported by
our efficient, professional
organization. 

By making a Planned Giving
Commitment, you can help ensure that A
Home Within is strong and sustainable
far into the future. 

We at A Home Within are here to stay.

For over 30 years, we've made an unconditional promise: 

Every current and former foster youth will have a therapist who stays—for as long as it takes. 

Your planned gift ensures we can keep that promise far into the future.

Create Lasting Hope:
Sustain Healing
Relationships for
Generations

Name A Home Within as a
beneficiary on retirement,
bank, or brokerage accounts.

Include A Home Within in
your will or trust.

Make A Home Within a
legacy beneficiary of your
Donor Advised Fund.

Establish a Charitable Trust
that benefits A Home Within.

There are many great ways to
make a planned commitment:
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Why Planned Giving?



Planned Giving: 

How to get started

Talk to your family and financial advisor
about your legacy goals. We’re here to
provide information to support your
conversations. 

You can add A Home Within as a
beneficiary yourself—visit your bank,
brokerage, or retirement account website.
Look for 'beneficiary designations' and
name A Home Within (Tax ID: 94-3402610).

A Home Within’s 

Tax ID Number is 94-3402610 

Ask your attorney to add A Home Within
to your will or trust.

Explore Trust options with your financial
advisor — there are many variations,
including Charitable Remainder Trusts and
Charitable Lead Trusts. 

It’s helpful if you 
let us know:

Many donors prefer privacy
regarding their bequests, but
notifying us of your planned gift
can help us plan for the future. 

A quick email or call is great, or
we can provide a template for a
formal letter of commitment. 

Knowing of your plans helps the
Board make decisions about
financial goals, investment
strategy, and program planning. 

A Home Within’s Fund for the Future is the default destination
for bequests. The Fund is a long term income-generating
reserve that will help ensure the health and sustainability of our
community in the decades to come.

Sample Bequest Language:

"I give [percentage/dollar amount/residual] of my estate to 
A Home Within, a California nonprofit corporation, Tax ID 94-3402610, 

located in Oakland, California, for its general purposes.”

Questions? Call Reed at (510) 387-7518 or email: rconnell@ahomewithin.org



Q: What types of assets can I use for a planned gift?
A: Many asset types can be used for planned giving, often with tax benefits. 

Common options include:
Cash bequests through your will or trust.
Retirement accounts (IRA, 401(k), 403(b)). This is often the most tax-efficient option.
Life insurance policies – when AHW is named as beneficiary or owner.
Stocks and securities – these avoid capital gains taxes.
Donor-Advised Funds – when AHW is made the legacy beneficiary.

For assets other than cash, we recommend consulting with your financial advisor to
understand tax implications and ensure the gift structure works for your estate plan.

Planned Giving: 

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the tax benefits of planned giving?
A: Tax benefits vary. Consult with your tax advisor or estate planning attorney to
understand how these benefits apply to your specific situation.

Q: Why does A Home Within need planned gifts?
A: A Home Within has served foster youth for over 30 years through the dedication of
our volunteer therapists and the generosity of foundations and individual donors. As
we look to our next 30 years—and beyond—we're building the financial foundation to
continue our work for as long as it’s needed.

Planned gifts help us:
Weather uncertainty when foundation priorities shift or economic conditions change.
Plan confidently for our long-term expansion, knowing committed future funding exists.
Honor our commitment to those we serve: we will be there for as long as they need us.

A Home Within’s 

Tax ID Number is 94-3402610 

Estate/Bequest Gifts:
Unlimited charitable deduction
No estate taxes on charitable bequests
Particularly valuable for estates above the
federal exemption threshold

Retirement Account Beneficiary Designations:
Avoids income tax on distributions (retirement
accounts are taxed as ordinary income to heirs)
Tax-efficient asset to leave to charity

Life Insurance:
Potential income tax deduction for premium
payments if you name AHW as owner
Estate tax removal if ownership is transferred

Charitable Trusts:
Immediate income tax deduction (Charitable
Remainder Trusts)
Can reduce capital gains on appreciated assets
Potential estate tax benefits



Q: What happens if A Home Within's mission or operations change?
A: A Home Within has served foster youth continuously for 30 years. Our mission is
enduring, though our programs evolve as we learn.

Protections in place:
Our 501(c)(3) charter and bylaws commit us to our charitable mission.
To date, 39 individuals have notified us of their intent to leave a bequest to AHW.
Our Board has fiduciary responsibility to manage and use gifts according to donor intent.
California law governs nonprofit dissolution - if we ever closed, our assets would be
transferred to a successor organization chosen by the Board.

If you’re interested in discussing A Home Within’s long-term planning and decisions
about how to manage our reserves, we welcome you to contact Executive Director,
Reed Connell.

Planned Giving: 

Frequently Asked Questions

Common approaches:
Percentage of estate (e.g., 5%, 10%, 25%), which adjusts automatically with
your estate value.
Specific dollar amount (e.g., $25,000, $100,000).
Residual bequest – what remains after specific gifts to family.
Contingent bequest – takes effect only if primary beneficiaries predecease you.

Q: Can I change my planned gift after making it?
A: Yes, in most cases. 

Planned gifts typically remain revocable during your lifetime, giving you flexibility as
circumstances change. You can modify your will or trust and beneficiary designations
at any time. Certain types of charitable trusts may be more difficult to change. 

If your circumstances shift and you need to modify or revoke a planned gift, we
completely understand. We only ask that you let us know so we can update our
records. The most important thing is that you feel comfortable and confident in your
estate plan.

A Home Within’s 

Tax ID Number is 94-3402610 

Q: How much should I leave to A Home Within?
A: There's no minimum gift amount. Every planned gift—regardless of size—helps
sustain our mission and demonstrates your commitment to foster youth.


